62                         TIME     RUNS     OUT
" We will see England approaching war economy by the
spring of 1943," said Mr. Hugh Dalton at the Ministry of
Economic Warfare. He and others in authority have given
this answer when questioned in Parliament, and all agree
that the delay is having a cruel effect on Britain's safety in
the war.
American Government offices flank all sides of Grosyenor
Square, but our embassy itself is at Number i.
We have a great American in London. He is the
ambassador, John G. Winant. Broad-shouldered, shaggy-
haired, wise, and straightforward, Winant is wonderfully
experienced in \ital matters at home and abroad. He is a
scholar and yet a man of action. And he is fearless to a
fault.
This man deals in the only currency good the world over,
absolute naturalness. As ambassador, he doesn't look, act,
walk, or tali like any one else. He is simply himself, and
that is plenty good enough. A narrower man as ambassador
in the war-time capital, a man with a smaller outlook and
less patience, would be badly miffed by many things which
happen. But Winant is never miffed, because he under-
stands the frailties of organization and he understands war.
The ambassador told me he had been working on the
British Air Ministry to get me to Finland. He said the
mail plane I had heard about flew from Scotland. In
addition to the trip being head-on into the German bomber
route, the weather over the North Sea was awful this time
of year, the ambassador explained.
This made any next trip a sheer guess, because the R. A.F.
couldn't get weather reports from Denmark or Norway, of
course, and only a last-minute flash from Sweden itself.
Furthermore, Mr. Winant pointed out that no American
had been permitted on that trip anyway. But he was work-
ing. So was Prince Charles. Charles had reached Stock-
holm and spoken to the King. The Swedish embassy in
London had been in touch with the British Foreign Office.
It looked as though I would go. But nobody could figure
how I would get back, and neither could I.
Ambassador Winant confirmed the arrangement to me
when it was finally made. There was nothing to do further
but wait for the weather, although with the situation